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� Finland’s regional environmental protection 
administration was reorganized in 1995.

� All tasks related to environmental protection, 
water resources, nature protection, protection of 
the cultural environment and land use were 
then concentrated in regional environment 
centres.

� There are altogether 13 regional environment 
centres.

� The West Finland Regional Environment 
Centre operates in an area overseen 
by three counties.

Finland’s regional 
environmental administration
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� The Regional
Councils of 
Central Ostrobothnia, 
South Ostrobothnia
and Ostrobothnia
are located in the 
territory of the 
West Finland 
Regional Centre

� 55 municipalities

The area of West Finland 
Regional Environment Centre
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West Finland Regional Environment Centre 
and three regional councils

� The West Finland Regional Environment Centre is a 
regional public administrative state authority 
responsible for environmental matters in the three 
provinces of South Ostrobothnia, Central Ostrobothnia
and Ostrobothnia.

� The Environment Centre acts in cooperation with other 
operators in the area.

� The regional councils (of South Ostrobothnia, Central 
Ostrobothnia and Ostrobothnia) lead the work of 
regional development. The councils are the centres of 
the development in the counties.

� The environmental strategy combines good care of 
environmental matters and succesful regional
development.
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� Beautiful cultural environments, river valleys and agricultural land

What is the landscape like in western Finland?
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� Forests and marshland are typical of the inland parts

What is the landscape like in western Finland?
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� The diverse Kvarken Archipelago is on the UNESCO World Heritage list

What is the landscape like in western Finland?
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What kind of commercial and 
industrial activities are there 
in western Finland?

� Energy technology
� Food processing industry 
� Research and intelligence technology 
� Chemical industry, i.e. metal, 

wood and processing industries 
� Information technology 
� Agriculture and fishing industry 
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From report 
to strategy

� An environmental report was drafted 
in 1998.

� The common goals and the strategy were 
defined in cooperation with the regional 
councils and other central parties.

� The goals of the strategy are 
implemented through projects related 
to regional development programmes. 
A central goal is to improve the 
competitiveness of the area by taking 
good care of environmental issues, 
and supporting the development of 
environmental technology and energy 
know-how.
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Basis
� International and national 

� Regional features and environmental problems 

Strategic goals 2007 - 2013
� Related to regional features and problems 

� In order to implement the vision

Actions 

� In order to implement the goals
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A leading region 
for sustainable 
development

Five thematic 
visions 2030

Environmental strategy 
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Core contents of the strategy

� A leading region for sustainable 
development in Europe. 

� Sustainable development should be a 
guiding-star especially when it comes to 
entrepreneurship and power production.

� Water protection and achieving a good 
quality state of waters.

� Coordinating the use and protection of 
natural resources.

� Protecting the vitality of the whole area: 
good interaction between towns and the 
countryside.
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Five focal points
� Environmentally responsible energy production 

and climate change mitigation
� Protection of waters
� Protection of biodiversity
� Preservation of the environment and local traditions 

in inhabited areas
� Promotion of environmental awareness
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Constructive cooperation
� Regional operators unite their strengths in order 

to implement environmental development.
� In addition to the regional environment centre and the 

regional councils, the employment and economic 
development centres and the regional forestry centres have 
also approved the contents of the strategy.

� Each operator sees sustainable environmental development 
as an attraction factor for the area and as a real investment 
in the future.
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The environmental strategy and 
ecological innovation

� New innovations and technological 
solutions are utterly important to 
the state of the environment: 
energy technology, pollution 
abatement technology, 
technological solutions for the 
monitoring of air and water quality, 
and so on.

� Establishing successful companies 
that focus on ecological innovation 
promotes regional development as 
a whole.

� The strategy supports companies 
that focus on ecological innovation 
and vice versa.
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We will implement the EU strategy
for sustainable development

By putting special emphasis on
� Marketing and development of new 

technologies that aim at energy 
efficiency and energy savings.

� Active research and development 
in the use of renewable energy.

� Environmentally sustainable traffic 
solutions. 

� Promotion of sustainable consumer 
behaviour: up-to-date information,
dialogues between different actors.

� Cooperation in the protection of 
biodiversity.

� Development of innovative 
technologies in waste management.



West Finland Regional Environment Centre / Pertti Sevola and Hannele Ilvessalo-Lax30/11/200716

Indicators are an important part 
of the monitoring
Indicators:
� Show the progress and trends.
� Describe real changes.
� Serve as a basis when evaluating how well the vision 

and the goals have been implemented.
The indicators must be:
� Statistically reliable and easy to update.
� Understandable and easy to interpret in order 

to describe the progress and trends.
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Comparison by means 
of indicators

� Western Finland will become a 
leading region for sustainable 
development in Europe 
- how can we measure this?

� A good solution could be to use EPI 
(Environmental Performance Index) 
or ESI (Environmental Sustainability 
Index).

� It is important that the indexes can be 
compared to those of other areas in 
the EU, otherwise it is not possible to 
analyse whether the vision has been 
implemented 
or not.
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Some indicators (1)

� Emissions to air from industry 
and energy production 

� Emissions to air from traffic 
� Discharges to water from industry 

and communities
� Protected areas 
� Development of land use planning

� Conservation of historical buildings
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Some indicators (2)

� Final disposal of waste at landfills
� Consumption of electricity 
� Eutrophication in big lakes
� Population dynamics of sea-eagles 

(Haliaetus albicilla)
� Implementation of nature protection 

programmes
� Recreational areas in local master plans 

� Quantity of trees supporting wildlife
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The environmental barometer

� Based on indicators
� Five different themes 
� Protection of waters (8 indicators)
� Protection of biodiversity (5 indicators)
� Preservation of the environment and local traditions 

in inhabited areas (5 indicators)
� Environmentally responsible energy production 

and climate change mitigation (1 indicator)
� Promotion of environmental awareness 

(6 indicators)
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Key message

� Constructive cooperation
is emphasised

� We vill not follow our own
individual paths, but rather we
will choose the same road and 
travel together towards the main 
goal - our vision.
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Together towards a leading region for 
sustainable development in Europe!


