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Why innovation?
• Europe faces an increased 

economic pressure posed by the 
globalised economy:

– From emerging economies 
with cheaper and larger 
amounts human resources

– From developed economies 
with younger and better 
trained population

BRIC
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Why innovation?
• The answer to this challenge lies on 

reinforcing the European strengths:
– development of new ways of doing 

things, improved technologies and 
development of new products

– these are the strengths in many 
European regions but not in all
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Cohesion policy nurtures innovation

• System of regional governance 
• Facilitates the design and delivery of 

integrated and innovative regional 
development strategies

• Concentrates finances on the poorer 
regions:  EU support > own resources 

• Increase exchange of good practices
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Cohesion policy nurtures innovation 
and eco-innovation

• Through two main ways: 
– the co-financing provided through the 

Structural Funds 
– the development of a system of regional 

governance based on strategic 
development, partnership, programming, 
monitoring and iterative evaluation that is an 
innovative policy in itself
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The pioneer role of Cohesion policy
The actors for innovation
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Innovation in the CSG

"Encouraging innovation, entrepreneurship and the growth 
of the knowledge economy by research and innovation 
capacities, including new information and 
communications technologies“

In the CSGs innovation encompasses several 
components:
• Increase and better targeted investment in RTD (eco-

innovation) 
• Facilitate innovation and promote entrepreneurship 
• Promote information society for all (ICT)
• Improve access to finance
• Human capital
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Environmental protection: a cross-cutting 
issue

• There is a special reference to the importance of 
addressing environmental concerns through 
Cohesion Policy:

• Article 3 of the GR states: (…) The 
action undertaken under the Funds shall 
incorporate, at national and regional level, the 
Community’s priorities on favour of sustainable 
development by strengthening growth, 
competitiveness and employment, social 
inclusion, as well as the protection of the 
environment’
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The CSG 
• Community Strategic Guidelines for 

Cohesion give priority to:
– waste and waste-water infrastructures 

– management of natural resources
– sustainable transport

– energy efficiency and renewable energies
– eco-innovation (products and technologies) in 

SMEs  

– risk prevention
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A broad support to environment
• Environment and risk prevention are 

included in the three objectives: 
convergence, employment and 
competitiveness and territorial co-
operation and are integrated into 
other priorities: eco-innovation
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• The Cohesion Fund contributed largely for 
the improvement of the environment in the 
4 previous Cohesion countries 

• Now it covers 12 New Member States 
(+IPA – for the candidate countries) and 
energy efficiency and renewable energies 
are included

The Cohesion Fund
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Putting synergies in place

• 2005 - re-launch of Lisbon Strategy led to the 
promotion of innovation as a key priority

• Comm. "Putting knowledge into practice: A 
broad-based innovation strategy for the EU"
COM (2006) 502) of 13/9/2006

• Comm. "Competitive European Regions 
through research and innovation" COM (2007) 474 

Reporting: 
• Staff Working Doc (2007) 1547 of 14.11.2007:

Regions delivering innovation
•Comm. Delivering Lisbon Agenda through
Cohesion Policy (12/2007)
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Which results? 

• Staff Working Doc - An analysis of four 
groups of spending categories

– RTDI 
– Entrepreneurship 

– Innovative ICT and 
– Human resources. 
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Categories selected
• The first group (RTDI) comprehends RTD infrastructure 

and centres of competence on technology transfer and 
improvement of cooperation of networks, on assistance 
to RTD and promotion of environmentally-friendly 
products and processes, assistance to SMEs for 
investment on research and innovation and on design 
and dissemination of innovative and productive ways of 
organising work, developing human potential in the field 
of research, etc.
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Categories selected

• In the second group, Entrepreneurship , typical projects are those 
that support self-employment and business start-up and advanced 
support services for firms and groups of firms.

• The third group, Innovative ICT , includes the demand side of the 
information and communication technologies, including services to 
businesses and citizens, such as e-government, e-health, etc.
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Categories selected

• The group 'human resources', includes categories that relate 
directly to development of skills and mechanisms related to 
innovation capacity of staff in firms; training and services for
employees to step up their adaptability to change, promotion of 
entrepreneurship and innovation and design and dissemination of 
innovative and more productive ways of organising work.
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Up to 25%
• 2007-2013

• € 85 198 million 
(25%)
– Of which:
– Convergence 

• € 61 338 million (22%)

– Emp & Compet
• € 21 814 million (40%)

– Territorial Coop
• € 1 995 million (27%)

• 2000-2006
• € 25 502 million (11%)
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Planned investment in Innovation by country - 2007-2 013 
All objectives
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Experimentation

� In addition to traditional investments in 
innovation planned in Operational Programmes:

� Support to establish or improve an innovation 
strategy throughout the 2007-2013 period in the 
framework of the OP

� Testing of new actions or approaches through pilot 
projects - experimentation

� Based on the 186 Innovative Actions conducted in 
2000-2006
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Experimentation 2007-2013
• Experimentation through the ERDF is 

foreseen within 175 operational programmes 
in 22 Member States

• and in 15 cross-border programmes.
• The means chosen to implement it are: 

– a cross-cutting principle (68 OPs),
– included in an action (45 OPs) 
– or in several actions (34 OPs) ,
– as a separate action (20 OPs) 
– as a separate priority (8 OPs)
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Regions for Economic Change: reinforced 
partnership and cooperation

Interregional cooperation + 
urban development network = 375 m€

New  aspects:

Themes 

Bridge to mainstream programmes
Communication 

Fast Track option
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Regions for Economic Change

• Themes/Examples

–Low carbon economy
–Integrated policies on urban 

transport
–Improving monitoring of 

environment and security  (spatial 
planning)

–Air quality
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RegioRegio Stars Stars awardsawards 20082008

• Theme: Regional Economies based on 
Knowledge and Technological Innovation
– Sub-theme 1: Supporting clusters and 

business networks
– Sub-theme 2: Technology transfer from 

research institutes to SMEs
• Theme: Sustainable Economic Development

– Sub-theme 3: Energy efficiency and 
renewables

– Sub-theme 4: Environmental technologies
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Regions for Economic Change

• Regions and cities willing to participate 
should network around the priorities 
themes proposed by the Commission 
services and to apply to the call for 
proposals of INTERREEG IVC and 
URBACT 

• More information at:
• http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation

/interregional/ecochange/index_en.cfm
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Conclusions
• Innovation investment will be more than €

85 billion  (25% of total envelope) in 2007-
2013
– of which more than € 1.7 billion for eco-

innovation and € 7. 7 billion for RTDI in SMEs

• Investment in environment (infrastructures+ 
sustainable transport + renewable energies 
+ protection of natural assets and heritage 
+ urban and rural regeneration) will amount 
to almost € 100 billion 
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A good start that must be followed

• Financial resources are available
• Need: a coherent vision for the socio-

economic development of the MS / region 
with an emphasis on innovation 

• => Encouraging regions to develop 
regional innovation strategies.
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Thank you for your 
attention


